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Daring Deeds of Two
Philippine Scouts

Genornl Lawton felt that it was necessary
to send an apologetle telegram to  Genernl
Otls, In Manlla, for having captured the
town of San Ildefonso, relates a correspond-
ent of Harper's Weekly, when hils orders
had been not to bring on an engagement
with the enemy, but only to develop their
position, Much to hls surpriee, he hoad to
wend another message of simllar character
within twenty-four hours, for San Miguel,
where it was expected that the Insurgent
General Gregorlo del Pllar would put up his
greatest reslstance, fell bafore the onslaught
of seventeen scouls on May 13,

Young wns In charge of the seventeen,
who wera drawn from the Oregons, Minne-
#otas and North Dakotas, They started at
daylight from Colonel Swmner's headquar-
ters to San Ildefonso, supported by a com-
pany of Lthe Second Oregons and one of the
Thirteenth Minnesotas. The entire com-
mand was again under Captaln Blrkhimer,
assisted by Captaln Case,

Two and n half miles were covered before
the scouts were deployed and the advance
guard of the two supporting companies
thrown out In skirmish line. The scouts
seomed hent on a veritable foot race, and
the rear companies had great diMenlty in
keoping up with thelr advance, The re-
markable eapture of San Ildefonso the day
befora hnd glven these reckless fellows a
courage and a confidence In thelr own abillty
that would have earrled them, yelllng llke
demons, against a line of 1,000 Filipinos
with the supreme assurance that any man
among them was capable of putting to flight
his hundred or capturing the entire lot.

A mile and a halt out of San Miguel the
soouts strugeled through the high tasselled
jungle-grass of the marsh, calling to one
another now and then, as they almost loat
the sense of direetlon in the tangled maze.
A torpld ereek meandered threugh the flat
muddy ground and the rond made 1ts erogs-
Ing on a curlous hunch-backed bridge, bear-
Ing aloft o great sign to the offect that here
wns the ontrance to the barrlo of San Mig-
uel. Wo are nenring the scene of actlon
and every man heging to feel that strain
upon the muscles which comes with the ex-
pectation of belng Ared upon from every
eanebrake and from every 1ttle rlae of
ground, It ls an odd sensation, this mov-
Ing forward, peoring with anxlous eyves Into
tha dlstanes before you for some moving
human fleure; this walting for the erashing
volloy and the whirr of the high-keved bul-
lets. When the tenslon becomes too grent
our men open slngly, then a Tew more, and
then perhaps the whole line, on the thickels
bofore them. It s a wonderful relief to the
feollngs to do a hit of shooting one's solf

Sunr!l of the Wnusers.

It has come! The prolongeda snarl of the
Filipino army, snapping, blting, Increasing
In volume, until one 18 ready to declare
that the enemy numbers Lthousands instend
of o seant 400

The scouts, a hundred yards apart, have
Alsappeared ne If awallowed up by the earth
Ono wonders If they were all killed at the
first volloy. No! As the fire alackens n
head slowly rises to the right; the eves are
looking stralght forward and the neck s
slowly hent until the cheek s lald on the
rifle-stock. One man rises to his knee to
get greater elevation and then the Insur-
gents let lonse a leaden torrent and every
man has disappeared agaln,

“Boys, T want you to move up twenly
vards, Pass the word along the line.' It
ls Young's stentorian volee glving the com-
mand, "“"Come on now,” and the llne of
men, so far apart, stand up and run for
ward and lle down

The support and
the rear,
nttempt

the reserve are far in
marching steadlly forward In an
to overiake Lhe sprinting scouts

AL a Lthousand yards the Mauser bullets In-
tended for the evasive leaders come down
on the reserve like a rain storm, BEvery-
body dodges and some secatter; men always
do a little dodglng when they cannot see or
locate the enemy.

“Oh! Oht I've got it!" gasps a blg
Minnesolan, and he staggers In a little elr-
cle and then lurches toward the rear.

"Say, fellows! Erleson's hit! Where's
the hospital steward?" shouts somebody,

“"Here I nm! Lle down there, Ericson, or
you'll fall!" the steward yells, as the
wounded man reels blindly, He obeys, jusl
a8 the litter, with Its Chinese earrlers, gels
to him. “Take him back there In the ditch,
Chinos. Pronto (quickly) Chinos, pronto!"

"Geot ready to move up! The scouts have
got ‘em on the run' comes the command.
"Take your Interval! Steady there, men!
Steady there! Don't fire; the scouts are In
front of you," and the skirmish Ilne swings
across the open flelds, the captain of the
company striding along on the left, with his
slouch hat pulled over his eyes and swinging
n looted sllver-headed cane carelesaly Iin his
hand (the badge of clvll office owned by some
past Wilipino alcalde, perhaps).

Rushing the Natlves.

It Is true enough; the scouts have broken
the center of a line of several hundred men,
who outflanked far to the right and left, and
the whole body of retreating Insurgents are
running llke greyhounds over the last open
fleld, trylng to reach the cover of the bulld-
Ings In the town. There stand our men,
pumping thelr Krags llke machines at lttle
bunches of hlue-clothed fgures, who run,
erouched forward, apparently seeking to hide
behind one another in thelr terror. Some of
them have nerve, however, for five turn, stop
dend still, tnke alm, and fire together, after-
ward taking up thelr retreat,

“Kill the oMeer on horseback! There he
goes—over there on the right by the bushes,'
and every man concontrates his fire on a
Fillpino lashing his horge Into a dead run
and riding In the cover of a fence row as
much as possible, “Wa've got him! We've
got him!*" mseveral men vell simultaneously,
as the horse pltches forward In one long
somereanit, The horge lles still, but the
man wriggles out and runs Hmping after his
goldiers, who are digsappearing In the town.

Over tha last fleX the scouts run, "“"Don't
give 'em a chance to stop In the town, boys!
Carry ‘em through!' Young calls, and In
another three minutes only the crack!
erack! erack! of the riflee co the town tell
tha story that the fieht goea on. Captain
Birkhimer and his orderly have stuck with
the secouts througheut, and why they have
not been shot to pleces I8 A mvatery, for
they are the only mounted men In the ad-
vanee, and a fine target with thelr horses.

The support la moving In on the town,
bzut the reserve does not know the country,
and has recelved no orders, so they are
a8tlll marching forward In columns of twos
Captain Case, who has ¥ept In touch with
the scouts and the supporting company by
riding through the zone of fire several times
on horgeback, comes galloping back through
the deserted outer streets of the town—
deserted, saved by one scared famlly of
Filipinos, who are flylng a white flag from
thelr open window—and orders the Min-
nesotans to move up along the road ekirt-
ing a broad river which dividea the city a
little lower down.

The scouts, In thelr desperate hurry to
eapturae the town, have not sent & man
acrosa this elream to feel whether the
enemy does not lie there In force, ready
to apur in & deadly cross-fire from the op-
posite bank. Single shots only, from sharp-
shooters, come over the waler from the
bamboo houses bheyond, as the tramping
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CANAL IN THE FOREGROUND.

men {n single flle pass the more open spots
on the road,

A vanguard of the enemy holds the road
commanding the narrow bridge, and three
or four more intrepld spirits are firlng from
the loopholed stone church tower at any
scout who dares approach the opposite end
of the causewny.

A Warm Corner.

““Every one of you fellows keep away
from that bridge! You'll get killed If you
try to reach it! Keep under cover!' cries
Young.

He is right; it is & hot place, and any
man or small body of men attempting to
cross it Is apt to be wiped out of exist-
ence. Then the approach ia bad for a dis-
tance of forly feet on either side of the
entrance—the road bare of houses—giving
the enemy a capltal chance to kill troops
bofore they ean get to the bridge.

“Walt a minute and I will see If I ean't
get to that stone post and look around.
You men stay here,” and, with the words,
Young makes a rush for the only place of
concealment, hehind the corner pillar of the
bridge railing. The road is cut up In 1it-
tle patches of dust, which leave gouges In
its hard surface before and behind him, but
he is vntouched as he crouches behind the
broad column., He peers from the side of
the post & moment, and then brings his rifle
elowly out and up. Hls alm {s low and
short, evidently at some Insurgent head
thrust out from a bullding in the etreet
beyond.

Young stepped out from behind his
cover, and wae sltruck falrly In the
knee jolnt by a bullet from an Insurgent
Remington. The great handsome fellow, slx
foet four in helght—the man with iron nerve
and moet marvelous daring, the man whom
General Lawton admired for his command-
ing epirit and cold, ealeulating, unimpas-
sloned bravery, which made him a natural
leader—lay where he fell, with a leg so
frightfully shattered that he could not move.
The greater pity of It was that Young was a
civilian, not a soldier. He had come to the
FPhillppines In search of gold and fortune,
and had been drawn [nto the vortex of war
because, as he expressed it, “‘he couldn’t keep
out of the scrap.’’ Into the new-old life he
had thrust himself with keen rellsh, but the
game was agalnst him, and a hero pald the
full penalty of war in death two days later.

Hrave Rivals,

Harrington, the sllent man-hunter of the
Oregons, who lived completely within him-
salf, and who fought with the scouts alwavs
far in the lead of every one else, rushed
out from cover to the asslstance of Young,
heedless of the raking bullets. “‘Go back,
Harrington; you'll get kllled here,” pleaded
Young, “I'm all right, old man! I'll take
eare¢ of myself,'”

But Harrington heeded not and, though a
emall man, he slowly carrled the wounded
glant back to the cover of the houses, There
was much outward rivalry hetween these two
men—the sort of rivalry which exists be-
tween comrades who are both deslrous of
winning a reputation for belng fearless of
death—but, deep In their hearts there lay
hidden the bond of mutual respect and ad-
miration, though thelr lips often audibly
formed the expressive words, "“That damn
fool will be killed yet. '

Teara stood in Harrlogton's eyvea as, kneel-
ing, ho unwound his first-ald dressing and
tenderly bandaged the shattered llmb. He
only sald, “I'm damn sorry, Young!" And
the face, contorted with pain, cleared and
falntly smiled as Young replied, ‘'You're
good stuff, Harringten. They grasped
hands in thelr last handshake on earth, and
& moment later Harrington and the scouts
had charged across the bridge, and the hand-
ful of insurgents left behind were flying be-
fore them, gome falling mortally wounded as
they ran. Two days later Harrington lay
dead on the open fleld near San Ieldre and
Young breathed hie last In the hospital at
Manila.
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